
We of Good
Fortune
Since February 1 it’s been a
rocky road for NASA and
JSC. The tragedy of lost
friends and heroes is bad
enough in itself. Add the
ensuing investigation,
accompanying criticism
and second-guessing in the

press, and one might want to feel sorry for oneself.
Even worse, one might be persuaded to quit and
do something else.

Let’s not do that. I believe this month is a great time
for us to hold our heads up, think about the big
picture and realize how very fortunate we are to be
who we are and what we are a part of. Let’s think
about the Fourth of July and what it stands for.

There was no such thing as a citizen 227 years
ago. There hadn’t been any citizens on this Earth
for almost 2,000 years. Even if you were
considered a free man, you were still subject to the
whims of a king, monarch or emperor. That all
changed during July of 1776 in Philadelphia when
a group of highly educated, prosperous men
representing the 13 colonies decided to put their
lives and fortunes at risk in order that people in
this land could enjoy the right to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.

These were not perfect men. They had the same
problems with pride, prejudice, professional
jealousies, ambition and political rivalry that
abound our society today. The union that they
later formed was not perfect either. The injustices
of slavery and inequality for large groups of citizens
were shelved as a political necessity. Nevertheless,
the actions of these incredible men and the
women who supported them brought about a
turning point in the path of humankind that has
shaped world history to this day. 

I am convinced that had it not been for the likes of
Washington, Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison
and their many cohorts who lived by the credo
“Give me liberty or give me death!” our world
would be a much different place today. We
certainly would not be living the healthy,
prosperous and technologically advanced lives that
we now enjoy. What a wonderful blessing it is to
be a citizen of the United States of America!

So let us take a moment to give thanks for these
brave souls who put everything on the line to gain
the freedom that we enjoy today. Let’s also give
thanks for all those others who have paid the
ultimate sacrifice for the past 227 years to ensure
that our democracy would remain secure. Finally,
let us also dedicate ourselves to giving our very
best to furthering the exploration of space. Let us
show the same courage demonstrated by our
forefathers and press on with our cause.

We are so fortunate! God Bless America!

Beak sends...

A P P E A R I N G  T H I S  M O N T H  I N  O U R

William Gerstenmaier
International Space Station Program Manager

Strong international partnership shares
common goal of human spaceflight

Halfway through 2003, the 100th year of humans in flight,
we are grateful to report that the legacy continues after
navigating some very rough seas. We had a successful
crew rotation on the International Space Station, and the
seventh Expedition is now onboard – in good health and
working productively. The teams have all done a
remarkable job staying focused on the people we have in orbit, and they are
equally vigilant working the multiple tasks we have in front of us.

This year has been a very tough year for spaceflight, our NASA family, the nation
and the world. As we look to the future we rely on the steadfastness of our
commitment to be the best we can be, to be adaptable and flexible, and to
remain true to the pledges we have made to our countries and people. The ISS
Program has been enormously enriched by the contributions each international
partner is making in human spaceflight. Despite different cultures, languages,
engineering approaches and politics, the ISS partners are finding solid ground –
on Earth and in orbit – upon which to build a path to the stars.

Looking back to January, I remember telling the troops to be ready for a “Perfect
Storm” – a confluence of major activity from different directions converging into a
surge of unimaginable ferocity. We were expecting a convergence of management
challenges as we instituted new financial tools and reporting processes. We knew
our major contracts were coming up for review. We were preparing for 11
spaceflights and unprecedented space engineering – reconfiguring all major
systems on orbit while adding more than 80,000 pounds of hardware. And we
expected that operating the Station 24/7 would only continue to challenge us as
we responded to issues large and small on a daily basis. 

We knew 2003 was going to be tough.
We had no idea. We were never prepared
for loss of the STS-107 crew and Columbia.
We will never return to normal, but we are
moving on.

Because our teams stayed focused on the
people we had in orbit, we managed to
bring Ken, Don and Nick home safely and
send Yuri and Ed as the seventh Expedition
to the ISS. We did this because we have a
strong international partnership with
common goals. Our Russian partners bear
the brunt of the post-Columbia burden,
having performed two Progress launches and a crew rotation on the Soyuz with
their signature professionalism and commitment to human spaceflight. They are
taking extraordinary measures to ensure the continuity of humans in space.

We are learning the true meaning of partnership, and the give-and-take it
requires to stay fixed on our star. International teamwork and dedication have
allowed us to make amazing progress: we have created manifest plans,
conquered logistics shortfalls, planned crew rotations, moved international
hardware to Cape Kennedy, and stayed engaged in science and productive work
on the Station. We did all this while juggling several detailed assembly options;
while moving through an exhaustive budget review cycle and extensive contract
consolidation; and while surviving tough international management meetings,
where partners had to weigh their national priorities against the greater good.
The words “awesome,” “incredible” and “inspiring” come to my mind when I
think of all the individuals across oceans who have performed all these tasks to
bring us where we are today. This is an awesome team.

Where are we today? The Station flies 45 percent assembled, 72 percent of the
way to U.S. core complete, with 89 percent of all U.S. systems software deployed
and operating. At Kennedy Space Center, the Multi-purpose Logistics Module,
Rafaello, is waiting to be reloaded. The Truss and Solar Array elements stand
ready to fly, after we confirm that the extended storage time has not affected
their ability to be deployed. The exciting arrivals of the European-built Node 2
and the Japanese Experiment Module build the clear picture that the partnership
is real, expansive and moving forward.

This is a good time for all of us to think about how we can communicate even
better, not just among ourselves but with the greater public. The ISS doesn’t
belong to us; it belongs to the whole world. We have an obligation to prove and
explain how spaceflight can lead us to better relationships, better technology
and better ways of using the knowledge we gain to make a better world. 

I also believe we need to focus on the next generation and truly entice them
to become part of this plan so they can improve upon what we do today. I
have great faith this will happen and am very thankful to be a part of this
incredible experience.
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Despite different cultures,
languages, engineering

approaches and politics, the
ISS partners are finding
solid ground – on Earth

and in orbit – upon which
to build a path to the stars.

Guest Space

In next month’s issue...

The August Roundup will include 
a tribute to Ron Dittemore, the 
departing Space Shuttle Program 
Manager, as well as a welcome to his 
successor, Bill Parsons.


